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following Letter is fo ftriking a@ picture of 


F; mune mnt Besashk FF shcod 1 hae met it} 
rance and French Liberty, and bas met wit’ 
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if AM juit returned from a very intereiting tour 


and will employ the few moments | remain in this 
place in giving you a fh tgond 3 ably a verv 
imperfect ike ak of it. tigen laft I mentioned 
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having a letter from the Marquis d ia Layette to 


A 
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his wife.—I had without confideration undertaken 
to forward it to Mr. Morris, our minifter at Paris ; 
but on reflection I was ftruck with the impropriety 
of enclofing him a letter froma man whofe name 
alone was treafon in I’rance, and ata - riod when 
all letters were opened, and when the flighteft and 
moft *innoce “ correfpondence w ith ‘emigrants, 
continually brought numbers to the guillotine.— 
I end eavo th both at Laufanne sad at Geneva, 

to find fome perfon going into France, who would 
promife to deliverit, but I eafily preceived there 
was noone who wi or expofe himfelf to fuch a 
rifk—In this fituation, the intereft I felt for the 
character who wrote the letter, anda defire of 
feeing France at a period fo critical, induced me, 


hough ftill indifpofed, to refolve on being the 


t 
bearer of it mylfelf. Lapplied to Citoyen Soula¥ia 


the I'renc h nk efident at Geneva for a paflport. He 
told me e | had from Mr. Pinckney was bet- 


ter than pd he could give me, but that inatime of 
revolutions the mereft trifle might irritate the peo- 
ple, and with my Englifh accent and appearance, 
he.thought it advifable to give up entirely theidea 
' going Not fatisfied with his advice, 
I determined to apply to mi her authority, and to 
wait ona repre fentant du pari who had lately 
arrived in the department bordering on Swit- 


r 1 


The curious accounts I had heard of 
of this man made me defirous of feeing him ; and 
; was fortunate enough to meet him a few days 
afterwards at Verfoy. <A reprefentani du peuple is 
a fort of viceroy chofen in the bofem of the con- 


rland. 
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Comite de Salut publique, with the power to kill, 


4 } fin . { Cn Lcoe ‘ 
burn and deftroy, at the nfque of lofine his own 
- ' * P al . . ae j s } - 
head athisreturn. Iwasufhered into a room where 
Bae 4 . Ly oo { _ e Lee 
this animal was fummoned by his officers : his 
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arets Was curious; a Bb net Re Ue with the mot- 


a card with his name ** Gouw/y’”’ hung at his but- 
ton hole, as a member of the ‘Zacobin clul 
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his hair cut fhort and without powder. I was re- 
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know whether I could fatelv go to Paris under the 


protection of a paflport from the American minil- 
terin London” ‘ ** Ce n’neft pas mon Affair Va 
au Comité de Surveillance.” The prefident of this 
comite proved to be an uncle to the profeffor 


Pidel of Geneva.—He was pleafed to find that I 
was acquainted with his relation, fhewed m L 
politenefs, figned my paflport ; and when I afked 
him what the repre/entant.had done fince his arrival, 


he wifpered mein theear, ’** I/ a tout changcee— 


I es gens riches font arretes. Geux qui etaicnt en Place 
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the prefident, it was now,*“*AAScélératon te met 


ti? a@ 


lens la ratticre,’’ and was on the point of being 
hurried topri/on. Linfilted onfeeing the repre/entant, 
gained admittance, and fo perfedtly fatisfied him 
refpecting my being an American, that he infifted 
on my dining with him.—He put his feal of office 
to m) — and told me I might now go to 
Paris without fear.—The fcene that fucceeded w 

curious, fervent and matter, officer and foldier, 2 all 
fat down to table together, with their hats on. 
Gouly gave us an account of the defcent that was 
foon to take place in England, and that in two 
montos time, se it was that would be fent to de- 
{troy Carthage, and to cut off the heads of Geo 
and of Pitt. Wedeclared that we had treated the 
Citoyen Genet very ill, that he he had been joined 
by the true patriotr, but that Hamilton and his fet 
were fold to Pitt.—lI obferved that though traitors 
were very eafily to be found in fome countries of 


~~ 


Europe, I flattered myfelf that America had not 
yet got to that degree of corruption, and that the 
reprefentatiy e of a nation fhould never adopt any 
party.—He then gave us a diflertation on the blet- 
fings of Liberté, Egalité, and Frate rnite, {wore 
that th people in the departments into which ne 
was fent were all ariftocrats or ego tif s—that the 
had no efprit Revolutionaire, but before he left 
them, with the afiflance of the guillotine, they 
fhould be ’ ** bien montés a IP hauteur des circon- 
france ” I got up to take my leave, and was not 
a little furprifed at his throwing his arms around 
my neck, and giving me the Baifer erne! 
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this was an unfortunate compliment tor me—it 
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a Ah, wretch, thouw fhalt be put 


6 Well tcrewed up to the height of « 
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circumutances. 
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gave me fo much confequence in the eyes of the 
people, that before] got out of Verfoy I was 
kifled by the Mayor and ail the municipality.— 
The day after, I fet out on my journey to Paris, 
and notwithftanding the ridiculous!cenel had been 
witnefsto, I flattered myfelf that I 1] 
with many arguments to fupport my !avourite o- 
pinion, “ that after all their fo 
they had committed, the French would end by 
rendering themfelyes not only feared but re 
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I ieft Nyon onthe rothof Jan. but my chaiie 
breaking down on the tor fF the Yurd. I was 
reakiIne aown on tH top Or Ut! 1 UTd, Was 
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expoled for near two days to the molt incitement 
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firit French port, in Franche compt.” «1 touns 
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great degree of tranquility: they were happy in 
having the Swils for their netchbours, and in the 
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protection of their mountains.—At Dijor {ux- 
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mained had 1o0me part er other torn down the 
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cel ited convent of the Chartreux, near Dijon, 
, ean, vi - " .. £9 12.4 eae ee 
a heap of ruins ;—all the bells collected together 

he , - T "OTF , . str “ar } 53° _ } . 
to VC tu ned into cannon 54 every hn wit with the 
tri-coloured banner at the window, and the mot- 
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to, * Lid. Lea. OC. Oe. on the door, chaiies, 
wacgons, carts, all with their little flacs ;:—the 
ah tc / , oon Fendeae | " } +? ’ . and 
i v of 110€T] | mpru;res Oil the Im “ULC, dill 
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the national colours painted even on the trees that 
» oh Bo ent duno. e Rad tease ; y 
ie the Gre road to I aris.—l| had lrequenti 
nest ae * ee ee ie +} 
een conaucted DV the guard fo 1 
veillance, but had never met with any detention. 

Yn my arrival. however. at Pon aL ae . 
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30 miles from Paris, my fears began to increafe, 
and I was agreeably furprif ed to hear that Saint 
Port, the country refidence of Mr. Morris, was 
jult oppofite on the other fide of the Seine.—I 
was happy in getting under the protection of his 
roof, and determined to wait for his advice before 
J proceeded. The next day | received a polite 
note from him, informing me that I fhould meet 
with no dif aid 1es ; and on the 2oth I entered 
Paris for the firft time. Inftead of the noife and 
buitle I expected, there was a dead calm, the = 
in the f{treets.—I waited on Mr. = ey and es 1 * 
with regret that Madame dela Fayette was con- 
fined near her country feat in the South of France, 
with circumitances even of cruelty and indecency. 
—He had made a private applic ation in her favour 
to the minifter for foreign ailairs, and was an- 
fwered, ** That fhe was fortunate > in being fo far 
from Paris, and that the greateft fervice her friends 
could render her, w ould. be never to mention h 
hame. 


appeared deferted, and not a carriage in be 
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He fmiled at my obfervations refpecting the 
French revolution, and faid he would leave me 
to form my opinion from experience. 


I a by attending regularly the debates of the 
Convention—I e ntered. the Tribune for the firit 


time, with that re/peét one naturally feels at tL 
i lea of {cei ; the ruler Ay of a ercal nee ght aC } a 
the Prefid lent ringing his bell with all his mig _ 


half a dozen members {peaking at the fame time : 


and when they could not be heard from the 
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chair, they attacked each other. It proved to be 
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juarrel refpecting a member who had been de- 
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yvounced. The ficures of the Roman worthies 
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ornaln nted the walls. tne DUiTS OF brutus, Le 
Pelletier, and Marat, furrounded the Prefident’s 


chair, oppofite was a large thing like a fri 


It was the A} b of the Covenant, covered Wl 
coloured ribbons. I had an opportunity 


r 


days afterwards of ge on the place of the 
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fons, were salibuiidied. st -onfined, aflaflinated, or 
taken prifoners: 228 from the 17 diiferent comités 
tor the tranfaction of bufinefs; a confiderable num- 
ber are fent Sa the departments, and thofe who 
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been a mifirefs, he could not have prefled her 
more ardently—there was no end to the kiffes that 
were given and received amidft the repeate i app plaufe 
of the Convention and the Tribunes— T he ne xt day, 

they voted the emancipation of the flaves, and de- 
clared, that they would form with a/ /negroes and 
mulattes a ** TRICOLOR’D COALITION which would 
** foon deftroy the combined powers of ariftocra- 
** cy and tyranny” An old negro wench, who 
was in one of the tribunes, thought this fo fine, 
that lhe fainted away, {he was inimediate ly b rough t 
into the bofom of the Convention,—the members 
crow ded round her, and again fell a kiffing, not 
only the negro’s, but-each other. aoommn] Te xt atten ded 
the Jacobin club ; they met about 7 o’clock, but 
the tribunes were filled before 6, witl h the vileft 
collection of people | think | ever faw, moftly 
women and children. ‘The fitting opened by read- 

ing the procés verbal + of the prec eding evening, 
by which it appnine that a deputation of Blacks 
had been received moft fraternally, and that it 
had unanimoufly decreed, that a flag fhould be 
hung over the chair of the Prefident, on which 
fhould be a negro, a mulatto, and a French man 
holding up te vether the banner tri-coloured. Some 
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bad verfes were afterwards read in favour of the 
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mountains made by a woman, who attended the 
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debates, and to this fucceeded the epuration | of 
he members. ‘The queitions afked on this occa- 
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fion are where were you © yn the roth of Aug ruft ? 
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Hi WwW dla you vete inti he cafe oO f M: arat ! > W ere 
you ever a banker or an agent de change 


Among others that were to be examined, was 
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one Chambertoy; as foon as he began hi ; anfwer, 

a black-guard looking fellor yw who was fitting next 
me got up, bawled out for the ‘* parole’ "He 
fwore that Chambertoy was a rafcal and an aril- 
tocrat ; another declared him to be as much of 
a patriot as the king of Pruflia ; Chambertoy faid 
a few words, w hen a woman got up behi nd him, 

and gave him the lie in plain terms. ‘The molt 
violent noife and uproar fucceeded, and I was con- 
vinced that Chambertoy would be turned out ; at 
length, a child about thirteen or fourteen years 
old, a member of the club, mounted the tribune, 
made a long fpeech, obferved that no perfon 
fhould be condemned, without being heard, and 
gained Chambertoy an opportunity of makin; x his 
defence ; he proved that he was one of the party 
who propofed the events of the roth Auguft (for 
they now confider as the greateft merit in them- 
felves, what they attributed to their king as the 
greatelt crime.) He fhewed a wound he had re- 
ceivedat the Thuilleries, and was re-admitted with 
unbounded applaufe. { was indebted, after- 
wards, to my being taken for an Englifhman, for 
the pleafure of feeing Robefpierre—they were 
fatisfied, on my fhewing a certificate from Mr. 
Morris, figned by the minifter for foreign affairs, 
and made way for a ‘* brave American’’—I had 
thus an apportunity of approaching very near 
Robefpierre at the Jacobin club. He isa little 
man, very pale and thin, decently dreffed, in 
general, a light coloured great coat, and powder 
in his hair, much the appearance of a petty-fog- 
ing attorney: He was liftened to with great at- 
tention, and brings out his words with an almoft 
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afected flownefs, while every other perfon fpeaks 
with violent paflion.—They diftributed in the tri- 
bunes,’ amoft ridiculous eflay on the Englifh con- 
fitution; when one Brichet got up and moved,that 
the club, before it debated the great quettion of a 
defcent into England, and the vices of the Bri- 
tifh government, fhould occupy itfelfin deftroying 
the * toads that had crawled up the mountain,” 
and that at leaft thirty members of the Conventi- 
on fhould be guillotined. Robefpierre obferved, 
that he was an /ntrigant and an uitra revolution- 
aire,’ and moved that he jhould be turned out, 
which was immediately decreed; a friend of 
Brichet got up to take his part; Robefpierre 
moved that he fhould fhare the fame fate, and they 
turned him out alfo. 


Eregiepey on leaving the convention, I paft 
through the garden of the Thuilleries to the place 
de la revolution, in order to get there after the exe- 
cutions had taken place, and was once or twice fo 
unfortunate as to be a witnefs of them. It is out 
of my power, my dear friend, to give you a compe- 
tent idea of this feene. Near the door of the con- 
vention you fee two men with great fur caps and 
long beards, reading to the people the crimes of 
the kings of France and-abufing them all from 
Charlemagne to Louis XVI. A little further is a 
voman flinging patriotic fongs and giving leflons of 
morality ; on the other fide, is a man preaching 
azaink Fefus Chrift. Every where you are pelter- 
ed with suurnals and the produétions of Pere Du- 
cheine and Camaille des Moulines. At the entrance 
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of the gardens, are two reitaurat 
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dancing on wires, there atm eCni 10} iM) ( | ' ctures, 
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and a calf born with a national cockade on its fore- 
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hbead~- 1 crowd ofr women, and a col! -ti09Nn OF GQOgSs 
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1mm diately under the guillotine ; children peeping 
into the hampers that hold the bodies, and men fell- 
ing the names of thofe who have jult fuifered, and 
crying out * Venez os main n'y manquez pas, ous 
en qure% plufew rs, vous aurez des femmes’. \t1 
ficult to fay which are molt mad, the fpeCators or 
their fufferers. I have heard people in the fireet 
obferve to each other, ‘* ou allons nous, voulez vous 
aller au caffe ou a la guillotine?’ 1 have feen wo- 
men go to be executed, as if to an entertainment, 
chattering and paying compliments to each other, 
even at the fcaffold; fome laughing, cry, 6° auve 
¢ Ig republique,”” the people call for the healed to 
fee whether it {till fmiles. But what adds the 
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at 


reigns on every countenance ! 


{ attended many of the trials at the tribunal re- 
volution ; you there find the forms of juftice, but 
none of the r reality. {t confilts of t two ‘0 courts, the, 
falle de la liberté and the falle de P egalité ; each com- 


pofed of three judges, befides the pr Aiens and an 


accufateur publ ique—all drefled in black gowns, 
and black feathe srs in their hats ; round their necks 
a national ribbon, to which hangs a gold medal.— 


q Eating-houfes, or ordinaries. r Come again to-morrow, 
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rullotined. s Where fhall we go? will you goto the Coffee- 

houfe or to the guill tin 
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The jury confifts of ten perfons, the clerk reads 
the accufation. ‘The witnefles are examined, the 
accufed is afked if he has any thing to fay for him- 
felf, the accufateur publique {peaks, and is anfwer- 
ed by the defender chofenby the prifoner. The pre- 
fident declares the debate to be finifhed. ‘The ac- 
culed is carried out, the jury give in his verdict, 

and the accufed is brought back to hear his fen- 
tence; if he is condemned, he wifhes the company a 
good morning, and goes away to be executed 
within 24 hours. If he is acquitted he embraces 
the whole court ; fome of the {pectators are pleaf- 
ed when this happens to be the cafe, but I have 
heard others fay, ** je n’aime pas les voir echap- 
per 2 la guillotine ;’’ not only the judges, and 
the accufateurs publiques, but the jury alfo, are 
1ominated by the convention, that is, by comité 
de falat publique, and you may eafily conceive the 
{fpirit which they receive ; accufer, judge and ju- 
ry, all appear anxious to find the prifoner guil- 
ty, and if he is noble or has property he is al- 
moft fure of being condemned. 


Paris is perfectly quiet! One part is a defert, 
the other is pluns ged into the profoundelt apathy ; 
and no where is there fo little appearance of inter- 

in the affairs of France as in its own capital. 

ere are from fixteen to twenty /pedlacles (thea- 
ires) every evening, and once each Decade all 
the theatres are opened gratis, to the populace, 
when tome patriotic piece is given. ‘The guillo- 
tine was generally the beft attended ; but to ren- 
der the piece fufficiently amufing and wind up the 
efprit revolutionaire, ‘they are obliged at times 
to execute women, or fome remarkable character. 


¢ 1 don’t like to fee them efcape the gu illotine. 
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on the point of declaring, but the mayor, who was 
a man of property, hefitated, Lyons became a lef- 
fon, Bourdeaux efcaped, but the mayor was guil- 
lotined ; Marfeilles till {uffers under the wrath of 
the convention ; Lyons, though obliged to adopt 
the language of the day, fought for royalty, the 
expect ted allttance, but was cruelly difappointed ; 
Strafburg offered itfelf to general Wurmfer, if he 
would accept it for Louis XVII. His orders were 
to takeit for his mafter : in the mean time the 
reprefentatives of the people entered the city and 
guilloti 1e d all who were fufpected. The oppor- 

unity has been negleéted and humanity fhudders 
at the spadenth of the next campaign. For two 
years pail it has been expected, and even wifhed 
by fome, that the want of provifions would put an 
end to the exertions of France. ‘Thofe who en- 
tertained fuch hopes did net refle& that the army 
would be the laft to fuffer and the innocent the firft 
victims. ‘The papers mention but 5450 perfons, 
but | know from good authority that there are at 
[ aft ic,oo0 confined at Paris, and thofe who are 
arrefted in the d epartments may amount to about 
o. Would not thefe as the ** Bouches 
inutiles’’+ be the firft facrificed ? In fome places 
ready, t the foldiers receive good bread while the 
people are obliged to eat that which is made of po- 
tatoes and bran. The profpets of a famine in 
France were probably never more ferious than at 
the prefent m oment, and the French may fuffer 
vreatly before their harveft ; but they will not 
{tarve. In many cantons the bread is good and 
cheaper than in Switzerland : in Paris it is bad, 
but is fold at the maximum ; in fome few places 

1¢ wheat was expended : the occafion of this dif- 
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vas ference is that all gral in remains in requifition in 
lef. each canton—wheat isin general fcarce. I have 
ii]. feen fome of the people laugh at their own wants, 
of and cry t “il n’y a point de mifere en France,” and 
pt when I have afked the poftilion which was the beft 
he inn, at the place I was going to, he anfwered in 


ls the greateit levity, || “* I/ y en a deux mais on wa 


vi pas de pain, et gue fait on alors? Ons "echauffe / 
e Chere is one circumftance which after much in- 
e | quiry I found to be certain, that in the department 
1 through which I patt, there was as much corn 


planted as at any former period. 


I went to Paris by the northern road, and re- 
turned by Nevers, Moulins and Lyons ; at the firft 
of thefe places many of the populace were intox- 
icated, and I could hardly § get any perfon to exa- 
mine my paneer: ; they had jut taken up about 
70 priefts; thele unfortunate men had conformed 
to all the decrees of the Conv ention ; fome of 
them had married—many were o ald an 1 fome invalids ; 
they were crowded with great inhun eae on 
board a batteau to be fent to Breft. I afked one 
i of them who attended, what was to be done with 

them ? I believe, faid he, they are going to drown 
them—this they call the New Bapiijm of Priefts. 
Moalins was formerly famous for its manufactories 
in cutlery ; its commerce was deftroyed as well as 
that of every other city in France. sg imagina- 
tion cannot conceive the miferable fituation of Lyons ; 
ll that was beautiful in build: img, rich in commerce 
or refpectable in inhabitants, is totally deftr syed : 
the place de Belle Cour, formerly one of the mof 


t There is no _ milery in France. || “ There are two 
but there’s no br “© What do people do in that cafe ? 
* They warm themfeh on.” 








C cits. be: not exift. The noble 
ear theRhone,a heap of ruins 
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ifes bie m the hordes t they abi: 


nders the air almoft fuffoca ting. 
y » pieces 60 Fe rfons with grape- 
J were afterwards fhifted by women 
a th the utmott degree of indecency. 
‘lhe & had been é//uminated on the anniver- 
far\ "s « —— It had cut off 28 per- 
fons | vefore my arrival, and was again pre- 
pared. ining so phos pa Earle aie p la pa- 
fria,t wher rere are fetes every decade. I 
went into the /iotel de Ville to get my paffport ex- 
amined ; i was furrounded by officers—here a 


crowd were waiting to be married, there they were 


waiting to be divorced. I faw aburial; the corpfe 


was ov a bier half uncovered,with the bonnet rogue 
on the | all thofe who attended had their 
heads ornamented in the fame manner. and follow- 


ed the body finging the carmagnole. The executi- 
ons at Lyons, had already amounted to above 300¢ 
perfons, and to thofe who {poke of mercy, the re- 


prefentans had anfwered, *‘ that there were 10,0¢ ° 
more to fuffer.”’ There are two tribunals conti- 
nually employed in condemning. Bes oe * commil- 
fion militaire and the tribunal populaire.’’ and wo- 


nen, have been carried tothe puil lotine, to be 
witnefles of the execution of their hufbands, mere- 
'v for having folicited their pardon. | was oblig- 
ed to remain at Lyons near two days from the difi- 
culty of § get ing horfes, and was happy to get out 
ot “itand relieve my eyes from fuch a fcene of hor- 
ror and madnefs. The great inftigator of all the 
cruelites that are committed in this unfortunate 
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city is Collot d’Herbois ; this man was not long 
ago an inferior comedian, and has often acted 
at the theatres of Lyons and Geneva ; he was the 
prefident of the comite that formed the laft con- 
{titution; at prefent heads that party which is 
called by fome U/tra Revolutionaire, and as the peo- 
ple here always join thofe who go to the greateft 
exceifles, it is probable that C ollot d’Herbois, He- 
bert, the author of the Pere Duchene, and their 
fet, may treat Robefpierre and the Marates °S 
as they did the Briffotines. When any man get 
to the topof power, he naturally feels himfelf j in- 
terelted in the welfare of the country, and un- 
willingly adopts moderation as one of the means 
of increafing his popularity. Robefpierre wifhed 
to havea motion patt for liberating all thofe who 
had been arrefted without any grounds of accu- 
lation ; the number of whom you may eafily con- 
ceive to be very great, when for fome time every 
perfon who denounced another received 100 livres. 
Such however was the clamour, that he was ob- 
liged to abandon the idea. He next, without ap- 
pearing himfelf, fet Camille des Defmoulins to write 
againit the violent party: he begins by de- 
claring himfelf a votary of the divine Marat. He 
was how ever expelled from the Jacobin Club 
for having mentioned comité de clemence : and be- 
fore he could be re-admitted, was obliged to con- 
fefs his error. It is the violent party, who, to 
amufe the people, have ftarted the idea of a de- 
{cent into England. Robefpierre declares, that 
en Englifh only merit their contempt; that ifthey 

re defirous of having their liberty,they are capa- 
ble of gaining it for themfelves, and if they are 
not, a Fi into England would only be throw- 
ing themfelves into the fnares of Pitt. 

MARCH. C 





The Jacobin Club is the fource of power, and 
thofe who lead it govern France. It keeps up an 
intimate correfpondence with all the inferior clubs 
in the different departments, and takes care that 
they fhall be formed of none but the vileft and 
mo(ft ignorant of the inhabitants, entirely devoted 
toitfelf. Itis the feat of information, gives what 
impreffion it pleafes, and a defeat in the north 
is reprefented in the fouth as a victory. It has 
caufed all the miferies of France, and compofed 
as it is at prefent, no good can ever be expected 
from it: God knows what will be the end, and 
we are at a lofs what to hope. The French ap- 
pear incapable of being free ; the government 
of an ufurper only leads to new convulfions ; the 
people when fatigued with the prefent mode of 
government may change it for fomething new. 
Liberty is at prefent the fafhion in France; you 
nect it at all the corners of the ftreets ; it is ftuck 
up in large characters on every houfe; it fpouts 
at the theatre ; it ftruts at the opera ; it is be- 
come a by-word I never heard fo much, and 
never faw fo little of it. The ‘* Ancien Regime” 
has totally difappeared, and decade is as much in 
vogue as if Sunday had never exifted. But will 
not a people who have, with fo much levity, a- 
bandoned their religion, forget in the fame man- 
ner their liberty? Such appears to be the cha- 
-aéter of the French, a foil where every thing 
flourifhes for a time but nothing takes root; if 
well or ill diretted, a character capable of the 
createft extremes of virtue or of vice. 





ITentered France one of the warmeft advocates 
of therevolution; | firmly believed that the great 


body of the people had juft ideas of liberty, were 
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acquainted with their rights, and after defeating 
the attempts of their enemies, would then eftab- 
lifh an equal and well regulated government. I 
left it with fentiments of indignation, difappoint- 
ment, and difguift, convinced that there never was 
a people in the world fo little calculated to enjoy 
the bleflings of freedom. 


During my flay at Paris, I found nothing fo 
interelting as the converfation of Mr. 
He had been fo obliging before my arrival, as to 
take lodgings for me near his own hotel ; and I 
had the pleafure of feeing him every day. He 
was formerly exceedingly well received at court, 
and poffefled in a great degree the confidence of 
its minifters, and has fince been able to render him- 
felf, though not liked, yet refpected by all the 
parties that have fucceeded: though a man of 
reat abilities, he muft have found it difficult to 
have fteered fo far with fafety, through the ftorm : 
and America is indebted to him for remaining ina 
fituation, which, though none can fill it with more 
capacity, cannot but be particularly irkfome to 
him. All thofe for whom he could have felt any 
confideration, have either emigrated, been arreft- 
ed or guillotined, and from being in the moft a- 
greeable fociety, he is left with hard ly an acquain- 
tance in France: the conduét he has purlued was 
theonly oneof avoiding all parties and maintaining 
inevery refpect the dignity of his fituation, Hepar- 
ticularly detefted the Briffotines, whofe policy it 
was to draw America into the war, and had they 
not been guillotined, Genet might have done us 
confiderable mifchief. Mr. read me fome 
of his correfpondence, and I was furprized at the 
accuracy with which he had foretold the princi- 
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pal events of the revolution. Thefe letters have 
fallen into the hands of perfons, who from being, 
1 believe, prejudiced in favour of the French, 
have neglected to pay them the attention which 
they fo highly merited. 


A party of Americans have petitioned the Con- 
vention in favor of Tom Paine ; they were invit- 
ed to the honours of the fitting, but ‘could not be 
much flattered when a few days after a fet of ne- 
groes were received with far greater attention. As 
the French have no farther occafion for Common 
Senfe, or the Rights of Man, Tom Paine ftill re- 
mains in prifon, where he abufes Mr. Morris for 
not claiming him as an American, and amufes 
himfelf, I’m told, with writing a book againft Je- 
fus Chrilt. 


't is difficult to meet with beauty at Paris, all 
the pretty women are in requifition ; they are con- 
fined and employed in making fhirts for the ar- 
my. I endeavoured toconfole myfelf at the Gal- 
lery of Paintings, which is without exception the 
fineft in the world—a colletion of all the moft 
valuable paintings that exifted in France. Many 
Americans have been arrefted on their firft enter- 
ing the Republic, and you are fearched half a 
dozen times before you are permitted to leave it. 
I returned by Geneva and found the violent party 
worthy imitators of their neighbours—they had 
found that their laft proje& of a conititution 
was impracticable, and accepted a new one, which 
the day after was violated. As there was a Ven- 
dee in France, they were determined to have one 
alfo. It confilted of one houfe and of one man, 
a Mr. Miquily ; his houfe was furrounded, his 
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furniture deftroyed, and himfelf thrown into pri- 
fon. The Comité provifoire accompanied the 
Marfellois who went on this expedition in order 
to prevent mifchief, but fuch was their impoten- 
cy, that a poor man was torn to pieces, before 
their faces for refufing to put on the Bonnet 
Rouge. On entering Switzerl: y [ felt as if J 
had at length efcaped from a mad houfe and again 


got into the fociety of reafonable beings 


I have without thinking, permitted my letter to 
run on to an immoderate length; you will I flat- 
ter myfelf, excule not only the length of it, but 
alfo the hurry in which I have written it. 


The active life I led at Paris, and the excellent 
table of Mr. have been of fervice to mv 
health, and fince | have found that exercife is a 
remedy, I fhall not remain idle ; I leave this place 
immediately for Milan, where my carriage hor- 
fes have been arrived near two months. I ex- 
pect to pafs the Holy week at Rome. ‘The heat 
will foon oblige me to leave Italy, when I propole 
going to Vienna, to which place I have excellent 
letters. 





am anxious to hear from you, pray write to 


- ) . 
me frequently, bi here is 10 Keepre ffi abs the inte- 


[I remain mott fincerely, 


+> — 
, ‘ Sed ’ ,° 

jy our ancctionate 
J 




















M* NOAH WEBSTER’s 


ATTACK on PORCUPINE. 








FROM true MINERVA, 
Of New-York, March 21, 1797- 


Is a late paper, we inferted fentiments of this 
kind, that the putting upin the Coffee Houfe, a 
card, on which was painted the Englifh flag, wasa 
low pitiful bufinefs, equalled only by the meannefs 
of putting up a French flag, and that it is fervile 
to be bandied about between the flags of different 
foreign nations. We ought to unite under our 
own flag and learn to be a nation. 


Peter Porcupine has copied the paragraph with 
difapprobation, and fays it contains more of vul- 
gar prejudice, and miftake, than of juftice or 
good policy. He obferves that it is the ‘* quo 
‘‘ animo,”’ the intention of the act that ftamps its 
character. He would have no foreign flag hoift- 
ed, as a rallying point for malcontents againtt 
their own government ; but to unite the Ameri- 
can Eagle with the Britifh Lion againft an am- 
bitious enemy, he thinks, would be an act that 
we need not be afhamed of. He then {peaks of 
an alliance of that kind, as honourable and ad- 
vantageous to both parties. 





“6 


4 


No comment will be made on the infinuation of 
“ Vulgar Prejudice,” againft the Editor of the 
Minerva. When Peter becomes acquainted with 
the editor’s real character, he will learn, that in 
a combat of that kind, he himfelf mutt certainly 
be the lofer. 


But we conteft Peter’s principles. It was ftrong- 
ly fufpected many months ago, that his principles 
are not very friendly to the independence of Ame- 
rica, and {till lefs fo, to the form of our govern- 
ment. ‘This fulpicion has been greatly increaf- 
ed by the manner in which his gazette has been 
conducted. His retailing abufe againft la Fay- 
ette, whofe fufferings (even fuppofe him to have 
been in fault, which is doubtful or not admitted) 
are far too fevere, and call for the fympathy of 
all mankind, denotes a man callous to the mife- 
ries of his {pecies, and extremely difrefpectful to 
the opinions of the Americans, who entertain 
friendfhip and gratitude for la Fayette. We ob- 
ferve alfo whole columns of fome of the firft num- 
hers of Peter’s gazette, filled with ‘ apologies 
“‘ for a old government of France,” that is, 
for the feudal fy ftem, though in a relaxed ftate, 
and for as corrupt a fy ftem of defpotifm as Eu- 
rope ever witne fled. 

The fuccefs of Peter’s pen, in attacking the de- 
mocratic factions of our country, has perfectly 
intoxicated him; and he miftakes the Jenfe of A- 
a extremely, when he fuppofes the danger 
have efcaped of being proftrated at the teet 
of France, will urge us to lay our country at the 
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No, Peter; your abufing the men who fought 


mmenamne 


for our Independence, and your recon 


the old Government of France, are not the means 


by which your popularity is to be maintained. 
The old government of France was not fo bad, 
as the facobin government, it is true ; but there 
is a government different from both, which la 
Fayette fought, and which the people of this coun- 
try will rejoice to fee introduced, that is, a free 
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As to an alliance with Great-Britain, we want 


none except what is dictated by commercial views. 


T om gusaet ot r } nalla $, - snl atA ana ni 
Her Oul Intereil, calls tor mutual aia and jai 
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tection. So far as Great Britain wiil protect our 


trade, for her own fake, we fhall gladly receive it, 


and no farther. 


Weatk no favours of Great-Britain, nor of any 
other nation ; for this would lay the foundation 
for more claims of gratitude, with which we have 
been outrageoufly tormented by the French, and 
their hirelings. The United States and Great 
Britain are allied by intere?. Setting afide fame- 
nefs of language, habits and private connections, 
no two countries are fo clofely united by com- 
mercial advantages. Nor can this union of in- 
it, for along timeto come, have a competi- 
is as much for Great-Britain’s interelft 


tereft 
LCi vil. 


tor. it 
(not to fay more) to protect our veflels, as it is 
ours to have them protected. So far an alliance 
will arife out of neceility and convenience, w hich 
will require very little modification by expreis 
As to any thing like a general trea- 


nfive and defenfive, God forbid. Sooner 
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may tne United Olates be doomed to encounter 
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another eight years war for Independence, than 
hold thet blefling at the mercy of any foreign na- 
{ 


No, Peter; the man who writes this, once vo- 
luntarily bore arms to defend Independence, in 
purfuance of the fame principles, he jr/ propofed 
publicly the plan of a National Conttitution, per- 
fevering in the fame principles, he affailed = 
moniter, FACTION, the moment it appeared, i 
the infidious form of popular clubs: and con 
that moment to this, he has never ceafed to ex- 
pole the artifices of the French agents to lay this 
country at the feet of France. With the fame 
determined zeal and firmnels, Peter, he now 
7 declares war again{t the man who dares 
to vilify the defenders of American Independence, 
or to propofe an alliance that would commit that 
independence to the power of a foreign ftate, or 
to the fate of European contefts. 


Americans defire peace, and rejoice that the 
flags of all nations itream in their harbours. But 
the man who amiees a foreign flar with that of his 
own country, ont the territory of the United States, 
without an order of government, 1s a fadclious man, 
and has not the honour of his country at heart. 
This litthe emblem of national honour ought no 
more to be the fignal for mobs and for viclence 
in a neutral country. 


Such, Peter, is my political creed—I know no 
party, but that of MY COUNTRY. My country is 
INDEPENDENT; itis for our intereft, the intereft 
of Great Britain, and of all Europe, that it fhould 
be fo ; and the man who feeks to tack it on any 
foreign country, to involve it in European broils, 


bid 


his 
filt 
dit 


it 
hi 





or make its independence the fport of 
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ENEMY. As luch, 


policy, i conceived to bean ENEMY 


his intrigues 
filted, by all thofe decent and lega 


will be expofed and his influence re- 
id legal means, that 
! 
4 


diftinguith the ¢ g rentle man and the good citizen. 


If Peter Porcupine’s vie ws are miftaken, 
it lon rs tohim to remove the im} srefnions which 
his writings made on the genuine friends of this 


country. 
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Zo Mr.NOAH WEBSTER, of NEIW-TOR 


SIR, 


Y OU tell me and the public, that you, ‘* with 
determined zeal and frm anf now openly declare 
war againft me ;”’ and that ‘* I mutt certainly be 
‘ the /ofer.” Softly, ’Squire Webfter: it is not 
fo certain, P erhaps, as you may imagine. If you 
had remembered the fable of the man who fold 
the lion’s fkin, and was afterwards killed in hunt- 
ing him, you would not have cried vifforia/ before 


you had given your antagonif{t time to return your 














= * 


This, Sir, I defire you to look upon as a coun- 
ter-declaration ; as a preparative for repulfing the 
unprovoked attack. Your long, familiar, and 
nodeft addrefs fhould have been anfwered this dav 
modell acareis nouid Nave yeen aniweredt i Cay 
(notwith{tanding the certainty of my being the /o/er) 
did not the very extraordinary remarks it contains 
call for delay, in order to afford time for a full 
and fair difcuflion of a fubject, of much greater 
importance than the * political creed’’ of a news- 
monger. In the meantime, Sir, be not too con- 
fident of victory. ‘* Atchieve me firlt, good 
«* ’Squire, and then fell my bones.” 

‘ 4 a4 “5 Ade 4 y ones. 


Yor your attachment to the government under 
which we live and profper, and for the fervices 
(however trifling) you have rendered it, accept 
the relpects of 


Your humble fervant, 


P, PORCUPINE. 
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To Mra. Noau Wesster or New-York. 





* kle, 
“6 } / ’ , 
And j of wavy com Be 
1 , m 
ee . , { x. dil IT Ge 53 
 & } re > | 
» : . , “4 7 >? 
a. \ > \ 2 l Gi lulis, - we aii 
7 ’ | t 
re S rH >» +-u Ve 
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your Addrefs (or whatever elle you may pleafe to 
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about to affail, you kindly contrived that the 
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rudeneis of your attack fhould furnifh an ample 
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apology for his want of politenels. 
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your Addreis treats O: your important felf, of 


ew allaancroa 1 . } 
me, and of the propofed alliance between the 
United States and Great Britain. This alliance 
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is a fubject of two much confequence to be blend- 
ed with an enquiry into your and my character, 


therefore relerve 
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uncouth manners of the man you were 
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ing, inftead of convincing me that I was mifta- 


ken, has ftrengthened, as far as any thing in it- 
felf contradictory can ftrengthen, the opinion 
which gave fo much offence to your wifdom. 


You fet out with telling the public, that, “ in 
‘Ca late paper, we iofereed fentiments of this 
‘“* kind, that the putting up in the Coffee Houfe, 
**a card, on which was painted the Englifh flag, 
** was a low pitiful bujine/s, equalled only by the 
“¢ meanne/s if putting up a French flag, and that it 
*¢ is fervile to be bandied about between the flags 
‘< of different. foreign nations. We ought to 
‘** unite under our own flag and learn to be a na- 
** tion.” 


©. 


You then complain of my having quoted the 
paflage ‘* with difapp rrobation,” which with the 
application of the words vulgar prejudice, was, it 
feems, a ftretch of prefumption which your pride 
could not forgive. 


I muft confefs, that, to venture to quote 
‘* with difapprobation’”’ the oracular precepts 
flowing from the lips of the high prieft of Mi- 
nerva, was rather bold; but (and with due fub- 
miffion be it fpoken) it was not fo much your 
advice as your partiality, your verfatility, that 
I Srepgeaees of. You have uttered fuch cart- 
loads of fentiments, that it is abfolutely impof- 
fible you fhould recolle& one half of them; and 
as, in politics partic ularly, you are led by no 
fixed, no polar-ftar principle, it is as impo ible 
that you fhould ever be confiitent lo mg together. 
Your faying that the putting up of an Fnglith 
lax ** was a /ow pitiful bufinefs,” founds well ; 
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put up? No; you alled that neither /ow nor 
pitiful: it was even honoured with your ap- 
plaufe, as far as a man, who looks upon him- 
felf as the exclufive pofleflor of all that is praife- 
worthy, can applade the actions of others. The 
hoifting of the French flag was attended with 
fealting and noife, littie inferior to what we have 
witnefled at the celebration of the murder of the 
Swifs Guards: yet it efcaped your cenfure : it 
was fuffered to hang very peaceably, and to re- 
ceive the adoration of the devout fans-culottes 
of New-York: folly was permitted to revel at 
the foot, as it were, of the fhrine of wifldom, 
for the fpace of three whole years, without re- 
ceiving either chaftifement or rebuke. But, be- 
hold the diiference ! The moment a reprefenta- 
tion of the Britith flag appears, though painted 
on a bit of paper only, and intended merely to 
produce a little fport, you caft off your lethargic 
forbearance. Your patriotifm, that patriotifm, 
which flept like a dormoufe, while the French 
up in the Cofiee-Room, 
but was borne about your ftreets to elections 
and town-meetings; that drowfy patriotifm, 
which feemed fcarcely to perceive a banner of 
two yards fquare, though it brufhed its very 


oO se » ine — 
flag was not only hangin 


‘iT 
a] 


+ 


ofe. bec: ao: mle leds a Laie 5 . e 
nole, became aii alive, took fire ina moment, 
upon fight of a Britill flag 1m miniature. 


You do, indeed, now talk about the “ mean- 
** nofs of putting up a French flag ;’? but when 
do you find courage to do this? At the moment 
the people around you are got tired and afhamed 
of their bauble. Far were you from calling it a 
meanne/s, and fo far from it that your voice was 


ene of the mo‘t fonorous in the ridiculous and 
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difgraceful hue-and-cry, raifed againft thofe who 
pulled it down, in the month of May, 1795.— 
On that occafion you very patrioticly oblerved, 
that ‘* it was hoped that the - of the fifter re- 
“* publics would have remaine@ undifurbed by the 
<* enemies of our peace ;”’ andthen, on you go to 
exprefs your abhorrence of the conduct of the 
facrilegious wretches whofe impious hands had r 
moved them. And, recolleét, that you took iow 
cial care not to utter a lyllable ar aint the fav ages 
who attempted to murder a Britith Officer, to 
avenge ‘* the mighty wrong.’* ‘To intrude your 
precepts, therefore, at this time; to ftrut and 
hector over the poor fallen Tricolor, and to call 
on your readers to “‘ unite under their owa flag, 
“and /earn to be a nation,” entitles you to but 
very little praife. Your advice comes too late. 
The patient was in a ftate of convalefcence, be- 
fore you ventured to prefcribe : French priva- 
teers, jails, whips, and irons, had effeciually re- 
moved the malady of the public, while you 
{ftood fumbling its pulfe. Had the fame ftupid 
admiration of the French, that prevailed, and 
that you participated in, for feveral years had 
this admiration and its concomitant partiality 
{till exifted, you would never have dared (with 
all your heroi/m) to call the h oilting of thei ir flag 
‘a low pitiful bufinefs ” you would prudently 
Met left that to a writer of lefs caution and 
more fincerity, referving to yourfelf the agrce- 
able tafk of endeavouring to disfigure his motives 
and blaft his fame. 


And, was it then fuch a heinous offence to 

quotea writer of your ftamp ‘* with difapproba- 

* tion,” or apply to him the charge of vulgar 
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prejudice ? It would be curious to hear, on what 
itis that you ground your right of exemption 
from all cenfure and criticifm. Befides. » fay 
that a man has adopted a vu/gar prejudice, is cal- 
culated to give offence to no one but an illiterate 
booby, who does not know the meaning of the 
words, or a captious, . inflated felf-fufficient pe- 
dant. Yet it is this phrafe, and this alone, that 
has provoked you to feek retaliation, and retalia- 
tion, too, of the moft bafe and malicious f{pecies. 
es We conte/t ( fay you, after declaring tha 
] am unable to cope w ith you.) ** We conteft Pe- 
*ter’s principles. It was ftrongly fufpetted 
“¢ many months a0, that his principles are not Ve- 
“ry friendly to the independence of America, 


“Sand {till lefs fo to the form of our govern- 
4 35> 
* ment. 





The grammatical inaccuracy of this laft fen- 
tence, though fallen from the pen of a /anguage- 
maker, it would be foreign to my purpofe to re- 
mark on: it is the flander it conveys, that it is 
imy duty to expole.—** It was /trongly /u/pected.” 
This is the true gofliy ing, calumniating ftyle. 
All verbal affaflins fpeak i in the j paffive voice, that, 
what they cannot prove, they n a iy at at throw 
on publicreport. Ifyou had faid, ** / fulpetted 
‘¢ many months ago,”’ though it would have led 
to a detection, you would have acted more like 
aman ; and this might have been expected too, 
in a volunteer of your “determined zeal and 


‘© firmneis.”’ 


However, as you are very fond of the pom- 
pous plural number and paflive voice, perhaps, 
itis but fair to fuppofe, that you mean to inti- 
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mate, that you fufpected my principles many 
months ago ; and, if this was really the cafe, pray 
how came you to recommend my pamphlets to 
the perufal of your readers, as the beft antedote 
to the anarchical principles of the enemies of 
the government? How many months ago was it 
that your penetration made the grand difcovery ? 
When I propofed publifhing a paper, which was 
no more than about fx weeks anterior to the 
date of your Addrefs, you told the public in an 
exulting manner, that I fhould * prove a terri- 
“* ble fcourge to the patriots,”? meaning Bache, 
Greenleaf, and all the antifederal crew. Six 
weeks *Squire Webfter, is not many months. If 
you really fufpeéted my enmity to the government, 
and to the independence of America, you were 
avery great hypocrite, if not fomething of a 
traitor, to applaud my undertaking ; and, if on 
the other hand, you had no fuch fufpicion, and 
have now feigned it merely for the purpofe of re- 
venging what your haughtinefs has con{trued into 
an affront, I leave the public to determine what 
name you are worthy of, 


But, you do not ftop at fulpicions. You feem 
to have forefeen that your readers would require 
fomething more than mere furmife, and you were 
determined to furnifh it. When a man is once 
got into miichief, he does not ftick at trifles. 
—** This fufpicion,” fay you, “* has been great- 
** ly encreafed by the manner in which Peter’s 

‘Gazette has been conduéted.’”’—Now, who, 
upon reading this, would not imagine, that my 
Gazette had difcovered a departure from the 
principles which I had before profeffed; a {pirit 
holtile to the government of this country, or 
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at leaft unfriendly to it. Who would imagine 
that you, or any other man who withes to pre- 
ferve the leaft pretenfions to candour, would 
have ventured to accule another of enmity to 
the government upon a foundation flighter than 
this ? Yet you can produce no fuch thing. Af- 
ter having turned and rummaged my poor gazette 
over and over again, pryed into every paragraph, 
and weighed each fingle e expreflion, all you can 
collect to ** increafe” your fufpicion, is, my ‘ re- 
“¢ tailing abufe again{t /a Fayette,”’ and my pub- 
lifhing whole > columns, *¢ filled with apologies for 
‘a the old government of France!” as if the 
fentiments of a man, refpecting la Fayette and 
the French monarchy, formed a criterion where- 
by to eftimate his attachment to the Conftitution 
and Independence of the United States! Futile 
indeed muft be the charge, that has no other 
fupport than fuch round-about kind of evidence 
as this. 


I certainly might pafs over with filent con- 
tempt, what, if ftrictly true, goes not an inch 
towards jultifying your malignant infinuation ; 
but, as you have been mean enough to take 
{kelter under the popular, the “ vulgar presu- 
‘© dice,” that prevails in favour of la Fayette and 
againft monarchical governments, I fhall take 
one ftep out of my way, in order to convince 
the public, that I fhall never d chine a combat 
with Noah Webtfter, though backed with the mif- 
placed partiality of millions. 


What you are pleafed to term, “ retailing abu/e 
aga inft la Fayette,’’ and, in another place, 
“* vilifying the defenders of American Indepen- 
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dence ;”’ all this put together, is, the publifh- 
ing of a fpeech of Mr. Burke, on the motion 
brought forward in the Britifh Parliament, for 
the purpofe of prevailing on the king to inter- 
cede for la Fayette’s releafe. This fpeech was 
publifhed in my Gazette, of the 7th March; and, 
fo far from its being an abufive, vilifying ha- 
rangue, though it is one of thofe pieces of ora- 
tory, that will for ages be an ornament to the 
proceedings of the Britifh Commons, it is not 
more remarkable for its eloquence than for its 
truth, 


You, indeed, tell us, that la Fayette’s s being 
‘* in fault, is doubtful, or not admitied :’’—and in 
this fhort fentence, you have given a more com- 
plete fpecimen of the eguivogue than is to be found 
in Boileau’s famous poem on the fubject. In the 
firft place, we know not whether you exprefs the 
opinion of others, or your own: next, if you 
are underftood as exprefling your own opinion, 
you declare the queftion doubtful, you do not 
admit the fault, and yet you do not venture to 
declare your friend innocent: laftly, fhould fome 
warm paruzan, whether royalift or republicadl 

call you to account for hefitating on the fubject, 
ftill you havea fhift left; for you do not fay, or 
even hint, whether it ‘be la Fayette’s crimes 
againft the king, or thofe againit the aflembly, 
that you doubt of.—It was in the w ars, I prefume, 
that you learnt this precaution, of always {fe- 
curing a fafe retreat. 


‘To one, who fo carefully difguifes his fentiments, 
itis next to impoffible to make a fatisfactory re- 
ply : however, fuppofing you to doubt of la 
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Fayette’s fault with refpe& to his fovereign, I 
would afk you, where you have lived for thefe 
ten years laft paft? To hear you ftart doubts on 
this fubjeét, one would imagine you had dwelt in 
a dormitory or a hermitage ; ; that you had been 
abforbed in heavenly meditation ; that your veflel 
(as the pari callit) had neces a relevoir of god- 
linefs, in place of being what, alas ! it is, a mere 
channel for news. 


To enter into a minute examination of la Fay- 
ett’s conduét, during his fhort-lived career in the 
French revolution, would be giving an impor- 

ince to his character which it does not deferve 
It is true that he always was an underworkér, 
like many others ; and, therefore, is not to be 
reckoned among the mifcreant Mirabeaus, Con- 
dorcets, &c. whofe puppet he was ; but, he ne- 
verthelefs comes in for a confiderable fhare of that 
cenfure which is due to a combination of ambiti- 
ous men, determined to build their own fame and 
greatnels on the ruins of a mighty empire, without 
remorfe for the miferies it muft produce. One 
fact, when the merits of la Fayette are to be tried, 
ought never to be forgotten : at was his revoluti- 
onary brain that conceived the French Rights of 
Man, of which no more need be faid, than that 
they are the very text from which Tom Paine has 
ever fince been preaching the duty of holy in/ur- 
rection 

I would willingly believe that cratitude for the 
fervices which la Fayette rendered America, has 
now called forth your c mpathon for his fuf- 
ferings, and your refentment againit my paper, or 


rather againit me. I would willingly trace your 
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afperity back to this amiable fource ; but your 
paft conauét tells me that I fhould attempt it in 
vain. How come you to be grateful to la Fayette 
alone ? Has no other friend to the American re- 
volution lain on the damp floor of a dungeon ? 
Never did you, (with fhame be it fpoken, Web- 
fter) never did you utter a word of compaffion 
for the unfortunate friendlefs Louis XVI. when 
this fame la Fayette was leading him in triumph 
from prifon to prifon. Never did you talk of cruel 
treatment, when the Queen of France was dragged 
in flow proceffion to Paris, while the myrmidons of 
this fame la Fayette carried the ghaftly heads of her 
murdered guards before her. No} you rejoiced 
at all this ; and yet, f believe, no one will have the 
impudence to pretend, that la Fayette’s fervices 
to this country, were a millionth part fo great 
as thofe of poor Louis and his confort.—Nay, you 
faw the head of this fallen prince roll from the fcaf- 
fold ; you faw his family cut off one by one; you 
faw his innocent child lingering in a dungeon, 
robbed of fleep, terrified four times an hour with 
orders to prepare for death, and at laft you faw 
his bloated and livid corpfe ftretched ina dung- 
cart.—On all this you looked with a_philofphic 
eye. Nota tear efcaped you ; not a groan, not 
a figh, was heard from the tender-hearted Miner- 
wa, “who now tells us that ¢ a Fayette’s futterings 


call for the “ Sympathy of all mankind.” 


No, Sir, nor did you ever feel any thing wor- 
thy the name of compaflion for la Fayette himfelf, 
or you would have exprefled your abhorrence of 
the cruel and favage meafures adopted againft him 
and his family by the pretended republicans of 
France. ‘That was the time for your gratitude 
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and friendfhip to have fhown itfelf. You, who 


a” «* once voluntarily bore arms to defend indepen- 
e «© dence, and who now with determined zeal and 
: “* firmnefs openly declares war againft the man 
? ‘¢ who dares vility the defenders of it,” among 


whom you count la Fayette; you, Sir, fhould have 
ftood forth againft the then popular Convention, 
who had fixed a price on the head of your friend ; 
who had, by law, authorized the citizens to fhoot 
him, or knock his brains out, like a dog ; nay, 
had impofed it on themasa duty. Then was the 
time for the b/ue-eyed Maid to grafp her javelin, 
and fhelter the injured hero beneath her ample 
fhield. As the negleéted to do this ; as fhe fhrank 
from the encounter with popular fury ; as fhe 
tamely yielded to the vu’gar prejudice that then 
prevailed in favour of ever ry act of the mock legif- 
lators of France, however cruel and infamous, fhe 
will now receive but little applaufe, from men of 
fenfe, for her cenfure of the Emperor of Germany, 
whofe title alone, fhe well knows, will, with the 
grofs of her readers, be a fufficient apology for any 
departure from decency and truth. 








No, Sir ; itis too clear, that a defire to ingra- 
tiate yourfelf with the deceived part of the public, 
together with that of injuring me, led you to 
bring forward the ftalking horfe la Fayette, 
and not any friend thip , gratitude, or compaflion 
that you entertained for him. This your manner 
of proceeding inconteftibly proves. Firft,you pre- 
tend to fulpe a my enmity to the indep vendence of 
America; then you artfully pI roduce ny publi- 
tion of Mr. Burke’s cenfure of la Fayette, asa 
proof of that enmity, leaving your readers to 
draw the natural conclufion, that [ had ‘ retailed 
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abufe” againft him, merely for his having fought 
in the caufe of Independence.—Never did envy and 
revenge fuggeft a bafer infinuation, or one, the 
falfhood of which was more eafy to detec. 


If 1 bear malice againft la Fayette, if I have 
publifhed a cenfure on him, if I*have “ retailed 
abufe again{t him,”’ as you are pleafed to call it, 
on account of his having ferved here, during the 
revolutionary war; pray, does it not follow, 
that I mult bear the fame malice,and feel the fame 
inclination to cenfure every one who aided the 
caufe of Independence? If fuch be the motive 
from which I a&, I certainly could look round 
among thofe who did more injury to the caufe 
of Great Britain in one day, nay in one minute, 
than la Fayette did during the war, or could 
have done in his whole life time. I call on you, 
then, to fay whether I have ever, direétly or indi- 
rectly, difcovered an inclination to defame any 
man, merely becaufe he was initrumental in 
eftablifhing the independence of this country. 
Havt I ever attempted to afperfe, have I ever 
hinted any thing to the difhonour of, Mr. Jay, 
Mr. Adams, or General Washington? Thefe 

gentlemen, the moft eminent actors on the great 
drama of the revolution, have all been attacked, 
flandered and abufed, by thofe who are among the 
eulogifts of la Fayette ; and I leave the public 
to determine, who has thown the moft diligence, 
zeal - courage, in defence of their characters, 
Peter Porcupine or Noah Vi edfer. 


In purfuance of the fame view it was, that you 
chofe to Comment on my having publifhed ** an 
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‘* apology for the old government of France, 
which you aflert to be ** as corrupt a Lai of 
* defpotijm as Europe ever witnefled.” 


To call the old government of France, which 
all the civilians have reckoned among the /imited 
monarchies ; to call this government a defpoti/m, 
argues a mind ftrongly tingtured with the prin. 
ciples of liberty and equalit y ; but, to fay that 
it was as corrupt a fyftem of defpotifm a £ ‘urope 
ever faw, puts you upon a level with the fiander- 
ous haranguers of the fuburbs of St. Antoine 
and St. Marceau. Hethat can call the monar- 
chical government of France the worft of defpo- 
tifms, would make little fcruple to imitate the 
venerable Pere Du Chéne, in branding St. Louis, 
Henry IV. and Louis the XVI. with the name 
of tyrants. 


You do, however, allow that there is one 
fpecies of government {till worfe than that of the 
French monarchy ; and here your confiftency is 
well worth attention. Firft the old government 
is as bad aone as Lurspe ever faw ; then the Ja- 
cobin government is worfe. ‘Lhis is not amifs ; 
but you do not let us off fo. After having thus 
acknowledged that the Ry sey government is 
worfe than the wor/?, you have the confcience to 
quarrel with me, to wage eternal war with me, 
for. cenfuring one of the principal founders of 
this very Jacobin government! You had forgot, 
or you never knew, thehiftory of the firft years 
of the French revolution. You contemplate your 
friend in the dungeon of Olmutz only; you do 
not look back, and beho ld him in the tribune of 
the Jacobin Club at Paris. La Fayette was one 
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of the very firft, that took the name of Jacobin : 
he was a founder of the fect, and continued to be 
a member of it, till July, 1792. Even then he 
did not withdraw himiclf, but was expelled. 


** The old government,”’ fay you * was not fo 
** bad as the Jacobin government, it is true ; but 
thereis a government diferent from both, which 
“ Ta Fayette fought, and which the people of this 
** country will rejoice to fee introduced ; that is, 
«© a Iree Government.”’>——Now, fir, what do you 
mean by a government that la Fayette /ought ? 
‘To hear you, one would imagine, that he had been 
foiled in fome precious project for the good of his 
country ; that his councils had been rejected, and 
himfelf perfecuted on account of his probity and 
wifdom ; whereas the very reverfe of all this was 
the cafe. His projects fucceeded to the utmoft of 
his wifhes. The famous rights of man, of which 
he was the propofer, became a fundamental law, 
was fanctioned and fworn to by the whole nation. 
The Conftitution, grounded on thofe rights, he 
faw completed, and he retired from the legiflative 
fcene well pleafed with his work. In fhort, the 
government he /oughi, he obtained, and a mott ftu- 
pid, bafe and cruel government it was. A govern- 
ment that acknowledged the horrid act of infur- 
rection to be a facred duty, and that, in its prac- 
tice, made a beginning in that career of facrilege, 
plunder and affaflination, which has been fo unre- 
mittingly purfued by fucceeding and more fuc- 
cefsful ufurpers. And this is what you calla Free 
Government ; one that the people of America will 
be glad to fee eftablifhedin France ! If the people 
of America are filly or wicked enough to enter- 
tain any fuch wifh, I fincerely hope it may not be 
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accomplifhed. The government they have now 
in France, is ¢ ertainly a mott ab te eh deipot- 
ifm, but it is not fo deftructive either in principle 
or practice, as that which la Fayette fought and 


afliited to form. 


What involves you in thefe inconfiftencies and 
contradictions is evident enough : you were a long 
time a very great admirer of the French revolu- 
tion. I will not fay that I could make you bluth, 
but Lam certain I could make your friends bluth, 
by a quotation from your paper in approbation of 
Tom Paine’s Rights of Man, the manuel of Jaco- 
binifm. Exactly how far you went hand in hand 
with the revolutionitts, I know not; nor do I be- 
believe that you yourfelf know. You arein the 
predicament of a great many others, who, when 
they are afked what they approved and w hat they 
did not approve, anfwer, that they went as far as 
la Fayette, but no farther ; and God knows that 


was far enough. 


You, and all thofe who thus pinned their poli- 
tical faith on the fleeve of this unfledged ftatef- 
man, would {till have been revolutionifts in the 
fulleit fenfe of the term, had not the ufurpers 
been preparing to extend their fraternal gralp to 
this government and country. ‘Till then you care- 
fully avoided faying a word againit them: all 
their moft atrocious deeds were {moothed over ; 
their plundering decrees, their invitations to re- 
bellion, were all right, till they caft their looks 
this way: then your eyes were opened at once 
like Bailly and la Fayette, you adored the holy 
right of infurrection, tillit began to operate againtt 


yourlelves. 
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From. this digreflion, which your ftraggling 
from your fubj e€t invited, I return to examine 
more clofely the accufation of having publifhed 
“ an apology for the old government of France. 
This apology is contained i in certain extracts from 
Giflord’s anfwer to lord Lauderdale’s letters to the 
Peers of Scotland. The writer obferves with 
creat jultnefs, that * one of the molt fuccefsful 
** modes of exciting fentiments favourable to the 
“ French Revolution, has been the imputation of 
** every vice creative of dilgult to the old govern- 
“ment of France.’’ He then notices the fcan- 
dalous neglect of candour and truth, that has been 
difplayed in the performance of this tafk : the 
infair mode of arguing that has been adopted, 
and the exaggeration and calumny that has im- 
pofed on the uninformed. The object of all this, 
it is evident, has been not only to juftify the re- 
volutionifts in deftroying the monarchy, but to in- 
culcate a belief, that the people, notwith{tanding 
their prefent mife ry, are {till gainers by the defpo- 
tifm that has been raifed on its ruins. 


9? 


g; to rec- 
tify the mifconcentions of the weak, and to de- 
tect the mifreprefentations of the wicked, Mr. 
Gifford enters into a candid examination of the 
fubject, during which he proves, and that ant 
fatisfactorily, that the aéts of oppreflion imputed 
to the French government, were generally, not 
to lay always, exaggerated ; that in many inftan- 
ces the c arges were totally unfounded, and even 
ridiculous ; that in fhort, to the happinefs of 
France, fo revolution was neceflary ; and of 
courfd, that this dreadful fcourge is to be afcrib- 
ed to|th¢ ambition and treachery of the ufurp- 
ing lepiflgtors. 


To expofe the falacy of this reafoning 
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With refpe&t to the extraés, in themfelves 
confidered, the facts they contain are of indi 
able authenticity ; as to the fiyle, it is as far 
above the criticilfm of Noah Weblter, as it is be- 
yond his imitation; and I defy you to cull « 
a fingle fentiment, from beginnmg to end, whi 
by the moft violent contorfion, can be called 
hoftile to true liberty. The elegant and convine- 
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nei 
equentiy 


ing writer is an Engzlifbman, and « 
knows how to eftimate the bleflings of freedom 
full as well, if not better than you. Hes a@ /che- 
lar, and, which is mere as to the prefent point, 
the author of a hiltory of France, which has re- 
ceived the applaufe of the whole literary world, 
and which is the iruit of a long and painful re- 
fearch, during many. years of refidence in that 
country : of courfe his knowledge (particularly 
of whatever relates to the monarchy of France) 
is not to be funk to a competition with that of 
a man, the greatelt extent of whofe travels has 
been from Conneéticut to New-York, and the 
utmoft exertion of whofe talents is to be fought for 
in the compilation of a fchool-book. Laftly, 
the author of the ‘“* Apology for the old gover 
“‘ ment of France’”’ is an independent gentleman, 
whofe fole object in writing muft be the attain- 


ment of honelt fame; and who is not therefore, 
like a diurnal retailer of zei/domand news, oblived 


to vary his politics to the more than female ca- 


price of the multitude. 


But, to do you juftice, I really believe, you 
poffefs too much good fenfe not to be, in the pre 


fentinftance, charmed with what you pretend to 
aa , a) " j 
difapprove of. Whether you will be pl 1 to 


= ’ , +* 
hear vour judgment thus complimented at the 
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expence of your fipcerity, I neither know nor 
care; but it certainly was me, and not the ex- 
tracts in my paper that you were angry with, 
and that it was your obje& to decry. You with- 
ed to propagate a belief that I was an enemy to 
the Independenag ot America, and alfo to the 
form of the federal government. The former 
charge, which has already been refuted, was to 
be looked upon as proved by my publifhing Mr. 
Burke’s cenfure on la Fayette; and the latter by 
my publifhing, from Gifford, an apology for the 
old government of France. 


The fame fhameful abandonment of candour,the 
fame jeluitical fpirit of perverfion, that you dif- 
cover In your comments on what refpects la Fay- 
ette, is {till more apparant in what you fay of the 
apology.—You tell your readers, that. you fuf- 
pect my enmity to the form of government under 
which we live ; and add, that ‘this fufpicion is 
encreafed by my publifhing an apology for the old 
government of France. Here you ftop without 
faying that my intention is. to introduce the lat- 
ter form of government here: however, left you 
fhould be mifunderftood, of which you feem to 
have been much afraid, you afterwards revive 
the fubject, and, addrefling yourfelf to me, ve- 
ry ¢ ravely and very malicioufly obferve, that my 
a, ‘f ularity, is not to be maintained by recom- 
** mending the old government of France 9? there- 
by intimating that I had actually propofed the 
old gover unent of France, which you call the 
worlt of defpotifms, as a fubftitute for the Fe- 
deral govermslinl of the United States! What 
a wretched attempt at impofition. This may 
well be termed, in your owa flag language, ‘‘ a 
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© 4 low pitiful bufinefs.’>—You beft know what 
{tock of ftupiditv the readers of the Minerva are 
blefled with, but this I am certain of ; that the 
clumfieft and moft impudent vagabond Jugler 
never ventured to play off fo barefaced a decepti- 
onto the gaping clowns at a country fair.—And 
were you, could you be, fo completely infatuat- 
ed as to hope that any man in his fenfes, any 
thing in human fhape, would become the dupe of 
your fpiteful infinuation? The thing is beyond 
the compafs of belief: to attempt to difprove it 
would be ufelefs: to give it a formal denial, or 
even to call it a lie, would be doing ittoo much 
honour. 


After having fhown the abfurdity, the malice, 
of your pretended fufpicions with refpect to my 
political principies, you will permit me to afk you 
once more, why thofe fufpicions were never awa- 
kened ’till lately >—Many of the men who fought 
for American Independence have been treated, in 
my writings, with much lefs mercy than Mr, 
Burke’s fpeech treats la Fayette. Nay, I have 
never {pared la Fayette himfelf, when I have had 
occafion to fpeak of him (and that has been very 
often) either individually or as a member of the 
Conftitution making Aflembly. And, as to the 
old government of France, ! have often pafled 
higher commendations on it, than Mr. Gifford 
does in the extraéts you complain of. To be fure 
[ never recommended it to the people of America, 
as you fillily infinuate I have done in publifhing 
thofe extracts ; but I have ventured ‘ to predict, 
‘¢ that, fooner or later, the French will return 
‘¢ to that form of government under which they 
“¢ were happy, and under which alone they can 
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" ig! be fo again ;”’ and this I did in my Life 
and Adventures. '—How came thefe things to e- 
fcape your awful cenfure fo long ? How came 
you never before to think it your duty to repre- 
fent them as an indication of my enmity to the 
government and Independence of your country? 
You let me go on uninterrupted, pamphlet after 
pamphlet, for three whole years; yea, and even 
applauded my efforts all the time ; and now, at 
laft, you find me to bea dangerous fellow, and 
burft out upon me all at once, like a thunder 
from a fummer cloud. 


In vain would you make me believe, that any 
real fufpicion, that any apprehenfi yn of my infin- 
cerity, has caufed this change in your condutt to- 
wards me. It is poffible, indeed, and barely pofli- 
ble, that your vanity has been unable to fupport 
the charge of vulgar prejudice, and has ftimulated 
you to this unmanly mode col revenge. But, are 
you fure, Webfter, that envy, curfed envy, has 
had nothing to do in the * a ww pitiful bufinefs ?? 
a you fure, that the 150 Porcupine’s Gazettes, 

laily fent to your city, together with thofe which 
may probab sly have fupplanted 4 your’s round your 
neighbourhood, thro’ New England, and the Jer- 
feys : confult your heart and tell me, if you are 
fure, that it is not the fpread of thefe innocent pa- 
pers, and not any thing which they contain, that 
has roufed your lethargic patriotifm. 


It isever painful to be obliged to think ill, and 
much more fo to fpeak ill, of thofe that we have 
been a cuftowe toefteem, and I fhould hardly 
bring myfelf to impute your enmity to fo difhono- 
rable ac: she, were I not well aflured that the im- 
putation is jult. 
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is got into a letter written about an d 
Englifh flag, I can’t for my foul conceive. How- d 
ver, tis mews, and as fuch I am, in common wit! i 


reit of the trade, obliged to you for it. 


| have read the hiftory of the American war 
ver and over again, but Ido not recollect ever 

| he name of Noah Webfer init. ‘That 
you were not very famous is therefore certain, and 
it is more than probable that you were locked up- 


on as mere lood for powder, a fituation that, what- 
ever might be the caufe you were made ufe of in, 


nothing at all to boaft of. 


Your being the ** fAr# who publickly propofed 
** a National Conftitution,”’ is a curious anecdote 


enovuch ; and I cannot fay but Iam elad it is 
f ‘ if i} f 
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that would be diferaceful even in a mendicant. 
When you form a jugment of me,Malter Webiter, 
and of what is likely to produce a change in my 
conduct, be fo good as not to confult your own 
heart, for it will afluredly deceive you. Populari- 
ty may be your God, as indeed, it evidently is : fo 
is it not mine. Smallis the facrifice that 1 would 
make at its fhrine. A volume of the 2 beft of praiie 
is not, with me, worth its weight in bread and 


cheefe ; and as to the ftupid plaudits of a partial 
and prejudiced throng, I fhould think that they 


covered me with infamy inftead of honour. 


According to your notions of the liberty of the 


preis, a man m it not — a word againft la 
Fayette, though it be extraéted from fome other 


writer ; becaufe, forfooth, ** it is extremely di/re- 
»eclful to the opinions of Americans!’ In 
x muit appear in a news-paper 
hime in with the prevalent 
prejudice, however prepofterous that prejudice 


< cuicr Vi ras, ho 


oh a -_ . f b Bw 
tpat coes no p CTICCULY u 


ma) be, or however dangerous its tendency ; and 
thus the pant, in place of a cenfor, is to be a pa- 
rifite, tothe public ; inftead of being a terror to 


pe eg itistobe the pander of folly and of 


Vice. 


his has, for a long time, been the cha- 
the American Prefs, as far as relates to 
news-papers, 1s but too true. Every one feems 
to have been upon the watch to find out the hu- 


mour of the public, and to accommodate his 


— 
~, 
“ 
4 . 
Ph a 


{entiments and even his news accordingly: hence 
itis that we have feen hundreds of eulogiums 
upon Robefpierre and Marat, and have been 
ferioufly told that the French gained a victory 























Lord Howe on the 1f of June, 1794. 
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PUBLIC WILL OUR GUIDE, would fuit the 


a very tew exceptions. 


d what 1s their intereft, but 
tis their wifh, or rather the wifh of the 


mu! tude, to he lr. it any one lares to {peak 
what he thinks ; to publifh what he conceives to 


"7 
it laughine. But, as fuch you look upon 
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ful, if it happens to be contrary to the 
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reign people, of a fociety every individual 


ch is liable to the grafp of a catch-pole; I 
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be glad to know, between crawling to a lovereign 
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this country, and a grateful fenfe of the liberal 
encouragement I have received from them; but 
neither this refpect nor this gratitude will ever 
lead me fo far as to flatter, what | look upon as 
a foible ora prejudice. ] h ave no eres Ms to 
patrioti/m, and as to difntereftedne/s,it is nonfenfe 
to talk of it; but, though gain ie. one prince ip le 
object of my labor urs 7 corn to purlue it by the 
bale means of trimming and truckling. No, 
Webfter, the public willis not my guide: when 
my readers become fo unreafonable as to requirea 
fuppreflion of every fentiment that does not ac- 
cord with their own, I will quit the trade of a 
news-monger,hire a garret, write Carmagnole bal- 
lads for the diverfion of the fovereign people, and 


elegies on the departed liberty of the prefs. 


Yi u conclt 
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lemnly promife to op ypofe your annoyance by a 
thofe decent and legal means that diftinguith the 
Porcupine ; ; that is by pricking you every w 

and in every way that Ican come at you.—After 
this candid declaration, you will undoubtedly 


look upon me as 


Your moft humble 
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IN the name of Fun, Amen. I Peter Por- 
cuPINE, Pamphleteer and News-Monger, being 
(as yet) found both in body and in mind, do, 
this fifteenth day of Apri/, in the Year of our 
Lorp, one thoufand feven hundred and ninety - 


feven, make, declare, and publifh, this my Last 


, 


WILL AND TesTAMENT, in manner, form, and 


A 


| et ; 
fubftance following: to wit: 


4 


ae 
In PRimis _— t ya 
I LEAVE my body to Doctor Michael Lieb, 
amember of the Legiflature of Pennfylvania, to 


be by him difle€ted (if he knows howto do it) in 


f y ’ > | cr 7 ~ ‘ 
pretence of the Kump of the Democratic Society 
. ee ae ; uk 
In it they will find a heart that held them in ab- 
S| ° 7 ° 7 
horrence, that never palpitated at their threat 4 
ee , toad 
and that, to its laft beat, bade them defiance. 


: jap uP : “ 
But my chief motive for making this bequellt is, 


that my {pirit may look down with contempt on 
7 


ig tage > : P 
their cannibai-lixe triumph over a breathlefs Corps. 


y a. 1 ' em a. aa Cana w Dine 
ffeins, 418 imane n » doubt tnat the above ia 4 Dx c.ot 
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